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INAUGURAL GRAPHIC NOVEL INITIATIVE
A First Time Writers & Illustrators Publishing Initiative

The Association of Comic Artists (Singapore) (ACAS)
in collaboration with the Media Development Authority (MDA)

is proud to launch

IGNITE! – the Inaugural Graphic Novel IniTiativE!

The comics and graphic novel industry in Singapore has been developing from
strength to strength. An ideal creative hub, the Singapore arts scenes absorbs
and reflects influences from Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, China, and the West.
A thriving animation industry has led to an equal resurgence of interest in comics
and graphic novels.

In recent years, comics such as X-Men, Spiderman, Batman, Superman and
Daredevil, and graphic novels such as 300, Sin City, The Spirit, V for Vendetta
and Watchmen have also brought greater attention to graphic storytelling as a
form of art and literature in itself. Sophisticated Japanese anime aired on Animax
and AXN such as Evangelion, Vampire Hunter D, Witchhunter Robin and many
more have also drawn greater interest to their original manga forms. Filmfests
and toy conventions are drawing greater and greater numbers each year.

Uniquely Singapore comics, graphic novels and comic strips have been growing
in prominence, with local artists such as Sonny Liew, Johnny Lau, Morgan Chua
and others leading the way. The development of the Association of Comics
Artists (Singapore) is another milestone in encouraging and developing local
talent in this widely diverse field, with support by the Media Development
Authority of Singapore.

“The recent success of Freedom Formula: Ghost of the Wasteland”, a comic
series from Singapore's Storm Lion, which New Regency has licensed the
movie rights from, has demonstrated Singapore’s capabilities in producing
quality content that can be translated across multiple platforms for a global
audience. I am enthusiastic that aspiring Singapore comic artists and writers
will leverage this initiative by the Association of Comics Artists (Singapore)
to showcase their talents in creating world-class, original intellectual
property that carries strong, commercial appeal,” said Mr Kenneth Tan,
Chief Operating Officer of the Media Development Authority (MDA).

We hope you will join us in the support of Singapore’s untapped creative
talent, in this timely initiative!

For full details, visit: www.ignite.org.sg

Jerry Hinds
President, Association of Comic Artists
(Singapore)
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INAUGURAL GRAPHIC NOVEL INITIATIVE
A First Time Writers & Illustrators Publishing Initiative

WHAT’S IGNITE?

IGNITE! Stands for Inaugural Graphic Novel  IniTiativE – a collaborative effort by local comic and graphic
novel Writers, Artists, Inkers, Colourists/Tonists, Letterers, Page Make-up Artists and – most importantly
– fans!

WHAT ARE WE… ER… IGNITING?

Regardless of genre (contemporary, adventure, sci-fi, fantasy etc) or style (Western, Japanese, Hong Kong,
mixed), IGNITE! aims to generate a creative dialogue between fans, budding writers, artists, published
writers & artists, and publishers/sponsors, in order to support and develop the Singapore comics scene to
an internationally-comparable level. A series of workshops, talks and other activities will teach and guide
new talent in all of the most essential disciplines.

COOL! UM… HOW?

1) Talk & workshop featuring:
Sonny Liew – Singapore’s first Eisner nominee, editor of ‘Liquid City’ anthology, published by U.S’s Image
Comics. Sonny will be discussing the secrets to his success!
Johnny Lau – Ground-breaking co-creator of Mr Kiasu, Singapore’s premier comic strip concept, and
publisher of ‘Go Home: 12 moving stories’. Johnny will be presenting an overview of comics for the millennium!
Team ACAS – experienced, published members of the Association of Comic Artists (Singapore) will be
sharing technical, traditional and digital expertise. Join host and Association President Jerry Hinds, manga
specialist JDC Amane and professional writer Boey Meihan in learning how to draft, draw, write and get
your work published!

2) Get Published!
ACAS will be launching TWO anthologies of local work at the Singapore Writers Festival 2009 (October
24th). Submit your work for a  chance to get published, and get noticed!

“Wait… what KIND of anthologies…?”
Sorry… you’ll have to wait and find out on the day of the seminar!

“Tell me where and when!”
Join us at the IGNITE! Anthologies Seminar on Saturday May 2nd 2009, Lee Foundation Theatre,
NAFA Campus 3, Bencoolen Street, 10am-5.30pm - Admission $10.

See you there!

For full details, visit: www.ignite.org.sg
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